MitlUTES - FACULTY SEN.l\TE MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 7, 1983
The meeting was called to order at 3:55 p.m. by Chainnan Charles B. 1-Jeasmer.
The CHAIR stated that the Faculty Senate meeting was being held in the Law
School Auditorium because the General Faculty was scheduled to meet there but that
subsequent meetings will be held in Gambrell Hall Auditorium at. 3 o'clock.
II.

Reports of Officers.
No reports.

III.
A.
Steering
Co11111ittee
Report

Reports of Committees.

Senate Steering Committee:

On behalf of the Steering Committee, SECRETARY DAVID D. HUSBAND placed in nomination the name of Professor John Stinton, College of Business Administration, to fill a
one-year tenn on the Faculty Welfare Committee.
The CHAIR called for further nominations at this time and added that the nominations would remain open until the end of the meeting.
PROFESSOR ROBERT FELIX, SCHOOL OF LAW, nominated Professor Dennis Nolan of the
Law School.
CHAIRMAN ~JEASMER asked if there were any further nominations at this time.
There being none, he said he would return to the nominations before the conclusion of the
meeting.
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Grade Change Committee, Professor Robert Beamer, Acting Chair:

PROFESSOR BEAMER presented the Grade Change Committee's report (Agenda, pp. A-1 The report was adopted as submitted.
C.

Curricula and Courses Committee, Professor Robert Pettus, Chair:

CHAIRMAN PETTUS presented the Curricula and Courses Committee's report as
submitted on pages A-5 and A-6 of the Agenda. The report was adopted as submitted.
D.

Faculty Advisory Corrrnittee, Professor Robert Felix, Chair:

PROFESSOR FELIX said he would like to draw the attention of the Senate to the
Committee's two reports: (1) its annual report to the faculty and (2) a preliminary
report on the Committee's progress on the issues raised at the Faculty Senate on May 4,
1983 concerning regulations governing the granting or denial of tenure, promotion or
reappointment which was presented for infonnation only.
PROFESSOR FELIX also announced that Professor Ed Hickman of the College of
Business Administration was elected Chainnan of the Faculty Advisory Committee for the
1983-84 academic year.
CHAIRMAN WEASMER stated that since this was a report of work in progress only
questions concerning clarification would be in order at this time.
IV.

Report of Secretary.

SECRETARY HUSBAND said he would like to call to the attention of the Chair that
item I. Correction and Approval of the r1inutes, was overlooked.
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Minutes of
Senate
Meeting
Approved

The CHAIR thanked the Secretary for bringing this to his attention. He then
asked if there were any additions or corrections to the Minutes of the July 6, 1983
meeting. There being none, the Minutes were approved as distributed.
V.

Unfinished Business.
None.

VI.
Secretarye lect
Nominations
Made

New Business.

The CHAIR asked for nominations for Secretary for a full four-year term. He
added that this person would serve as Secretary-elect this year and serve three years as
the active Secretary. Again he reminded the Senate that nominations would remain open
until the end of the meeting.
PROFESSOR GLEtlfl ABERNATHY, GOVERNMENT AND INTERNATIONAL STUDIES, nominated Professor
Richard Silvernail of the Department of Geography. PROFESSOR ABERNATHY added that he had
contacted Professor Silvernail and he agreed to serve if elected.
PROFESSOR WARD BRIGGS, DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN LANGUAGES AND LITERATURES, nominated
Professor Trevor Howard-Hill of the Department of English. He also indicated his willingness
to serve if elected.
The CHAIR asked for further nominations for Secretary.
nominations remained open until the end of the meeting.
VII.

There being none, the

Good of the Order.

PROFESSOR GEORGE ROGERS, DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY, stated he thought the President
gave a very interesting talk to the general faculty and he regretted that he did not bring
this issue up at the General Faculty Meeting.
PROFESSOR ROGERS said:
This may be very minor but if we are going to be a great
institution, a beacon for the whole state, then it would seem
to me that the institution should stay open all the time. That
is, during the summer, the four-day schedule means that on
Friday, Saturday, and Sundary there is no air conditioning in
some buildings. Now, in the month of June, I spent Friday,
Saturday and Sunday in Gambrell using the word processor. It
was very hot, but I persisted.
It has also come to my attention by remarks brought to me
by members of the History Faculty that during the Labor Day
weekend the Library was closed for two and a half days. The
University just opened on Friday and the Library closes immediately. Last year and I believe the year before during the
Christmas holidays, the Library was closed between Christmas
and New Year's. Now it seems to me that all the writing I
have done over the years (I have been here twenty-five years)
has been done between one teaching period and another. It
seems to me the younger faculty who want to do this are finding
it more and more difficult because the facilities are not available. Therefore, I think that this body should address itself
to this matter.
PROFESSOR WEASMER reported:
Certainly the agenda item "Good of the Order" can be of
great value to us. It allows us to raise issues which are
not currently before the Faculty Senate.
I think as far as this first meeting of the Faculty Senate
is concerned we are entitled to a rather brief session. I
would hope that we shall in the course of the year consider a
number of important points such as what type of University we
want, where we want the University to go. He do not want to be
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just a "rooting body" for anyone - a football team or an
administration. We are presumably here because of collective
intelligence and I think we should direct it to things which
pertain to an academic institution.
I would like to welcome all new and returning members of
the Faculty Senate. I hope we wi ll have a good year - not
just a busy year - but something which would be a contribution.
By a series of devious plots, Professor Moore has been
assigned a class at this time . I am sure he has a number of
unused remarks for the Good of the Order which I can borrow
for any of you who feel at a loss for a maiden speech.
The CHAIR asked for further remarks under the Good of the Order.
PROFESSOR GEORGE ROGERS, DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY, said he would just like to add
that he and Professor Moore arrived in the same year and that it was a very good year.
VIII.

Announcements .
None.

The CHAIR stated that he would return again to the matter of nominations for the
one year term on the Faculty Welfare Committee . There were no further nominations.
The CHAIR then inquired if there were any further nominations for the Office of
Secretary. There were no further nominations.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:10 p.m.
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